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HISTORIC AMERICAN BUJILDINGS SURVEY IN LOUISIANA.

Riochard Koch ~ District Officer, District No. 1.

WORK PROJECTS ADMINISTRATION

F. C, Harrington - Commissioner
Lawrence Westbrook ~ Regional Director
James H. Crutcher - State Administrator

DIVISION OF COMMUNITY SERVICE PROGRAMS

Florence Kerr - Assistent Commissioner
Leo G. Spofford - Chief Regional Supervisor
Alma S, Hammond - State Director

OFFICIAL FROJECT 165~}-64-104

City of New Orleans -~ Sponsor
louisiena Chaplter, American Institute
of Architects - Co-sponsor

Georgia B. Drennan - Supervisor

New Orleans, Louisiana
July, 1941,
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Volume compiled by Gsorgla Bertha Dremnan.

Data summarized by Georgia Bertha Drennsn in
cenjunotion with A, Boyd Cruise, Chester Wicker,
and Richard Eoeh, District Officer.

Chains of Title traced by John W. Butler,
English documents transcribed by Researoh Staff,

Data on early Frenoh period from material
ocllected by Samuwel Wilson, Jr, in 1938 from the
Colonial Archives in Paris,

French documente transeribed and translated by
Gallier J. Capdeveille, Sr, and William R, de Fuentes.

Spanish documents transcribed and translated by
John W. Butler and Michael A, Rodriguez,

Tracings made by Arthur A, Wiegand.
Typing by Amelia Z. Font,

FPhotographs furnished by the Louisiena State Museum,
Stanley C., Arthur, Executive Director; made by
Claude De Brueys, Museum Photographer.
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CRDER OF DATA

v Map of Square showing Present Property Lines '777
" List of Present Property Owners
v Data on Early French Period and Map
" Map of Square as it was in May, 1728
¥ Account of Fire of 1788 - Cabildo Records
“Map showing Extent of Fire of 1788
» Account of Fire of 1794 - Governor Carondelet
7 Map showing Extent of Fire of 1794
« Map of Square showing Names of Property Owners - 1808
Summaries of Data on Individual Houses
Complete Data on Individual Houses:
1 - Chain of Title
2 = Legal Documents
3 - Miscellansous Data

Royal Street - 500 Block
Bourbon Street - 500 Block
St. Louis Street - 700 Block
Toulouse Street - 700 Block

SOURCES OF DATA

Cabildo Records « Louisiana State Museum

Legal Documents and Plan Books - Civil Distriet Courthouse, N,O.
Newspaper Files - City Archives, City Hall, New Orleans.
Directories - Howard-Tilton Memorial Library, Tulane University.
Index to Cemeteries ~ Louisiana State Museum Library

Colonial Archives in Faris.
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. When the city was laid out by de Pauger in 1728, the
square bounded by Royal, Toulouse, Bourbon and St. Louis
Streets was retained by the Company of the Indies. In this
same year, the company here ereoted four berracks buildings,
of stekes in the ground; three, 80 by 20 feet, were for the
German, Swiss and Frenoh workmen respectively, and a fourth
half as long but of similar design for the carpenters.

These buildings are shown on & drawing signed by Le Blond

de la tour, New Orleans, January 3, 1723 entitled "Plans,
sections and elevationa of buildings and barracks built for
the Compeny since the 1at of August, 1722 until January 3 of
the present yesr." The original of this drawing, a photo -
graph of which is ineluded here, is in the Arohives of the
Ministry of the Colonies in Paris, No. 67 in a carton of
Iouisiana documents.,

According to a copy of a map of 17288 in the Cabildo, the
lots facing Bourbon Street were sold or granted to private
owners although maps of 1731 and 17382 show only the two at
the corner of Bourbon and St. Louls Streets, privately owned
end occupied by houses with rear gardens., The owners of these
are given in 1728 as the Sieur St. Hilaire and la Rose., This
mep of "the land where are the forge and the barracks of the
Company" shows only two buildings facing Royal Street, one at

"D each corner, marked "forge of the Marine"; doubtless they wers
the same barracks of the workmen erected in 1728, There is
alsc shown a "forge of the Company®™ in the center of the squars.
Broutin's map of 1732 calls this an "old and ruined forge" and
the others as "old hut serving as barracks" with a "new hut
gserving as ssme" along Toulouse Street and & "new forge" on the
St., Louis Street side. This new hut was built in 1%31 from the
debris left by a hurricane which struck the city at the end of
August of that year, destroying among other buildings one of
the original barracks.

These buildings were occupied by the garrison of the city
after the Company gave up its charter and were in an almost
ruinous condition, requiring constant repairs to keep them from
falling., New brick barracks were begun in 1734 on either side
of the Place d'Armes but were not ready for occupancy by the
solddiers until 1738 when the old buildings on Royesl Street were
probably finally abandoned and the property sold. There is a
gap from this date until the report of the fire of 1788.
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Plans, sections and elevations of the
buildings and the barracks built for

the Company from the lst of August, 1722
until the 3rd of January of the present
year, 1723.

At New Orleans, the 3rd of January, 1723.
Le Blond de la tour.
NOTE: The four barracks shown on this drawing were located on

the square bounded by Royal, Toulouse, Bourbon and St. Louis
Streets.
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Flan by Pelie' - 1808,

tanging in the Boward-Tilton lMemorial Library,
Tulane University.
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To the oyl treasury

on Decerbepr 208, TH4

Ansvered on Decerder 20, 1784, 5.0

Tothe couit,To. 467

Dundle 1447 4

ey

Lethar jGR7

Your Zweellency:

TADD Yo Lo -l 208

HABS

LA
3b - NE weRk

it the first ooportunity permidtted by the nscensary {L.0.507)
chtentions and Just ctuse for sorrow, suffered by o many unforiunste
inhazbitonts of this eity, due o their loss, I am imparting to Your
Excellency, that on the Sth of the eurrent month, at two otelock in
the aftermnoon, a firs was sturted on Roysl Street by some children,
vho were inadvertently plaving in the notio of Don Francisco lMeynone -

{Francois Mayronne), close to a warehouse in vwhich hay wss stored.

The fire was so devastating due to the sudden force of a wviolent north
wind, that in less then three hours, two hundred and twelve houses, and
the most veluasble warehouses of this city, were rreduced t0o AsheBeseevsree

covsrersessencine movenent and efforts made by the troops and the people
in order to lessen the ravages of the firs is inexpressible, but we -
menaged to stop the fire when it haé& reached the bank of the parochial
chureh and the business house of Don Antonio Cevalier, which was almosh

in front of the house where it started, that of Don Juen Merrienlt

(Jean Francole Merieult) and the govermment house in which the main
building, and & small kitchen contiguous of it, were all that remained
and even Iin two other places every effort was mads to stop the spreading

firel..Q....'.-..QUQ.'QQQ.O.._Q.

New Orxlesns, December 10, 1794

Your Excellency, (I am)
EL BARON de CARCNDELET.

Your Excellency, Senor Don Luils de las Qasas,

Note: House at 62Y-29-31 Royal St. (Patti's Court) belonged to

Antoine Cavelier, 1774~1818,

See 527-33 Royal Street (This folder) for Jeem Francois Merieult's House,




o SKETCH SHowing AReA COVERED By THE Grear FIRE
DeceMBER B 1794

| Comptie.d from- the official report by Gov. Carondelet to the
Kind of Spain. Map taken from Plan by Carlos Trudeaa of
1798 M:..tntmpa.l 3qc:a.r'c, rarnbers as of to-day.
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1~House of DonFr-ancxsco Magronne origin of fire: now 616 Rogal St.(site)
e~ " " " Antonio Cave lier. saved fromfire:. *© S29 y
3~ " " JuanMeriealt: " " AR ¥-A~ B "

,{‘-’l—”P&.PiﬁbChaPch (provisional bailding) flanked by

L NS ‘ Souib~§aﬁ1¢5&rra,cks of GuardiNorith~Hoase of ihe
Capucines: injured bat not destroyed.

5~ Government House:stables § serva.nt quarters injared,

6~Powder Magazine: destroyed by explosion,

7~Custorm House: Destroged.

8~Warebhoase s - "
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